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China: Modernizing 
the Nuclear Deterrent 


Chinn ix replacing the vintage CSS-§ medium-range = Deployment Treads for China's 

milasile with am intormediate-range missile, ie CSS- Semimobiie Missiles, 1971-81" 

2. which witt expond coverage aftargets in dhe eastern 

Soviet Union and in Vieira and nrovide Beijing with 

a more stable gad Isthal missile force, 

The number of these semimobite missiles—the main- — 
stay of China's nuclear deterrent—seoms to have 

reached & plateau, The force probably will nat grow = = 

entil the rald-1980s when Chita's first missile-curry- as 
ing subermrine (SSRN) bocomes operational. 


The Role of an improud Missi: Force 2 GS-4 
The replacement. of MRBMas with CSS-2¢ is a relo- . 
tively simpte, low-coat way forsChina. to improve the 
capabilities of ity secimoblls missile force, which ls 
composed of-weapors thateanbetransported aw 

roads, Dit npt cross-coMntry 
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P¥ahies shen ay thls EPA Oly reRTEPERA 
daphoyrier tt vf Novena bids, Mghecrnes, Che dade teldeet 
The pale tat Unt ange Of-car owes metinelss foraech 
antsntle ayuiins ned dosnt [iitoath the degree at 
Uppertaln ly wheres Thee erneber of Ieuneteane at 
taonn bats. 











fired from 3, surface Taunch pad. lants do not Imit how tong it can be kept fully ready 
i 19 Mire. Heavy-duty tnieks supplied to CSS-2 units 

A varlant of the Genman V-2 rocket, the CSS-1 fnan  npke Thecraisaliey more. maneuverable, 

antiquated missile with stlousdimltations of range, . : 









iethalliy, and—-especkally\—ted Because its lige  Reijlhg: thie toward wo al) CSS2 
uid oxygeit- propellant;ta way, the CSS1 fi thie goal, it needs to replace 
can be held wt full: Loni a baut at-howr, : ; 

‘The poor securaty. nd the-relatively 

tow yield of ity 15-Klston wartead'do riot. miake the 

mibsaile apartiouhariyettontiveaysen: 






The CSS-2 is superior in alleipacdi, Wenn carry a 3- 
megaton warkead for more than lwite Gicnange wiih 








about the same accuracy, Keatdrable Haid pripaly = The CSS.25W 1 béthe mainstay. slay.of the Chine = 
. maak Hatred io 19905, It gives the military 

















leadership nore Mexihllty beeaase the missiles eats be 
kept off full alert indefinitely, 1g.contrast, the CSS-1 
rextuired the Chinese tu choose between Keoping the 
Force at w moxterate bevel aff reudiness—that is, with- 
out fuel in the missiles—-or at a condiness posture that 
would fluctuate rapidly between raady-to-fire and 
hours-to-fire. 




















The CSS-2 also provides increased range. Vindlwos- 
tok, previuugly within range of the mulssiles at 23 
Chinese nvissile bases, now be within range of 25 bases, 
Saigon, formerly within range of cight beses, now 
could be attacked franr 14 bases, Because most of the 
semimotile avssile bases are reac the coast or the 
barders. the CSS-2 penerally offers wider choices In 
targeting patertial adversaries on China's periphery. 

















The Chinese probably will not mixdernizs the bases 
closest tothe USSR, until test, CSS-1 alesifes at these 
bases can reach lenpartattt Soviet targets and there- 
fore remain useful against China's mak adversary, 
Moreover, by reequipping the more southerly buses, 
China con strike the Soviet Unlos frou more distant 
areas. This. also will provide greater capabilities. 
against Vietnam, about which the Chinese are iy- 
creasingly concomed because of Imunrovements in. 
Vietnamese forces and the growing Soviet presence. 
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